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How to Use This Booklet:  Pick a quiet time each day during Lent for devotion.  
Start with a prayer.  Then it is important to read the Bible passage before 
proceeding.  The authors of these devotional messages assume that the Bible 
passages will have been read first, because the messages refer back to the Bible 
passage on the daily devotional page.  Then reflect on what you have read and 
end with a prayer.  It is a five-step process:  Pray, read the Bible passage, read the 
message for that day, reflect and discuss, then close with a prayer.  It is our hope 
that this devotional booklet will be a blessing to you each day of Lent.  As you read 
each daily page, remember that you are connected to the author of each page 
through the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. 
 
About This Booklet:  This year we once again reached out to members and 
friends of The Little Church on the Prairie and Lakewoodgrace to write a page for 
this booklet.  Our theme for this year is:  A LOOK BACK TO SEE FORWARD.  
The assigned passages from the New Testament look back to quotes or allusions 
in the Old Testament. 
 
It is hoped that each contributor to this booklet will gain from the experience.  It is 
also hoped that each person who uses this booklet will be moved to a deeper 
relationship with Jesus, will become a better disciple, and will be motivated to bring 
the good news of Jesus to others, showing the love of Jesus to all.  It is also hoped 
that you will, through these devotional pages, receive a better understanding of the 
meaning of Lent and Easter. 
 
About the Lenten Season:  The term “Lent” comes from an Old English word that 
means springtime.  The Lenten season is a time for spiritual preparation for Easter 
by remembering the suffering, death, and resurrection of Christ.    Lent is the period 
between Ash Wednesday and Easter.  The Lenten spiritual disciplines such as 
prayer, alms giving, and fasting are meant to help us realize our dependency on 
God for everything, and to prepare our hearts to hear what God will say to us.  May 
our Lord bless your spiritual journey this Lenten season. 
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Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2021 
 

WHOSE PATH ARE YOU PREPARING? 
 
READ:  Mark 1:2-8; Malachi 3:1, Isaiah 40:3 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Dear Lord, please help me spread your light so brightly such 
that others may learn of your grace, mercy, and love.  Amen. 
 
MEDITATION:  Have you ever looked back over your life and wondered how you 
had arrived at where you are now in your journey with Christ?  I didn’t come to 
Jesus until I was in my early twenties.  My husband, Bill, was baptized as a child. 
Before we married, Bill thought it was important that I be baptized.  We didn’t attend 
church until a few years later after Bill had read an article in Forbes Magazine 
written by Peggy Noonan.  
 
She wrote about how we can have it all but still have an emptiness inside.  This 
emptiness was actively living our lives.  We were not active as members of a 
Christian community.  Since that day, we have always attended church.  We 
moved to Lakewood in 2005.  
 
While driving around, our son, five at the time, pointed out The Little Church on the 
Prairie and said we needed to go there.  Our children spent much of their Christ 
journey at Little Church.  Our daughter continued her journey with a college 
Christian organization.   
 
On our Christian journey, it is important to think about where we are now, who 
guided us toward our path, and who we are shepherding toward a closer 
relationship with Christ. 
 
CLOSING THOUGHT:  In this time of COVID, many people need the love and 
hope of Christ.  Are you helping prepare the way for those around you to know 
Christ on a deeper level?   
 
Carla Pelster 
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Thursday, February 18, 2021 
 

 PREPARE TO BE TEMPTED 
 
READ:  Matthew 4:1-7; Deuteronomy 6:16, Psalm 91:11-12 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Heavenly Father, I pray that your words are spoken, not 
mine.  I hope that through this devotion your kingdom will grow, and others will 
grow in their faith.  Amen. 
 
MEDITATION:  I don’t know about you, but I am tempted to sin every day.  I am 
tempted to skip reading the Bible.  I am tempted to skip praying.  I am tempted to 
tell God what I’m going to do, instead of going to him to seek his direction.  Am I 
surprised that I am tempted?  I shouldn’t be.  If Jesus was tempted, why am I 
surprised if I’m tempted? 
 
The first thing we read is that the Holy Spirit LED Jesus into the wilderness.  This 
happened right after the baptism of Jesus with the Holy Spirit coming down on him, 
and God saying, “This is my Son, whom I love.”  It wasn’t by accident that Jesus 
was in the wilderness.  He was right where God wanted him to be; to be alone, 
spending time with God.   
 
Let me remember to spend time alone with God while I am in the wilderness, 
preparing for battle with temptation; spending time reading and studying his Word, 
spending time in prayer, not always asking, but conversing with God, and praising 
him, and reminding myself of who he is and his promises.  Why?  To grow in my 
faith.  To be able to share the Gospel with others.  To withstand Satan’s 
temptations, not with my words or what I think is right and wrong, but with God’s 
Word, the Bible.  In the Armor of God, the only offensive weapon against Satan 
and temptation is the sword, the Word of God.   
 
CLOSING PRAYER:  Heavenly Father, thank you so much for your Word, the 
Bible.  You give us everything we need to stand up to Satan and the temptation to 
sin.  I pray that every day I will spend quiet alone time with you, reading and 
studying your Word, the Bible, and using your Word as an offensive weapon to 
defeat temptation.  I pray that I bring honor and glory to your name.  Amen. 
 
Cathy Norberg 
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Friday, February 19, 2021 
 

THE FULFILLMENT OF GOD’s PROMISE - JESUS 
 
READ:  Luke 4:17-21; Isaiah 61:1-3 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  God, thank you for your promises.  Thank you for doing for 
us that which we could not do for ourselves.  Thank you for your steadfast love 
which transforms sinners into sons and daughters.  Amen. 
 
MEDITATION:  Our passage today comes at the very beginning of the ministry of 
Jesus. Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River and tempted by the devil in the 
wilderness for thirty days.  Then Jesus entered his hometown of Nazareth where 
he taught in the synagogue.  
 
What was the very first message Jesus proclaimed?  What teaching introduced 
the world to the type and kind of ministry Jesus was to be about?  That’s our text.  
 
The prophet Isaiah foretold that when the Messiah would come, he would come 
“to proclaim the good news to the poor.    to proclaim freedom for the captives” and 
the recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and “to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor.”  
 
After teaching on this text, Jesus proclaimed, “today this scripture has been fulfilled 
in your hearing.”  Jesus was declaring that he was the Messiah the Jews had been 
waiting for, that through him all that God promised is fulfilled. 
 
What was true for the Jews is true for you and me.  All that God promised for us is 
fulfilled in the life, death, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Jesus is our hope 
and salvation.  In him is life.  Thank you, God.  
 
CLOSING PRAYER:  Father, thank you for Jesus Christ, the fulfillment of your 
promise of salvation.  Thank you for loving us even while we were sinners.  Help 
us to be transformed and changed by your love.  Amen. 
 
Pastor James Kim 
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Saturday, February 20, 2021 
 

THE BRONZE SNAKE 
 
READ:  John 3:12-16; Numbers 21:4-9 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Help me receive your grace, Lord!  Amen. 
 
MEDITATION:  Nicodemus just didn’t get it.  How can a person be born again 
when he is old?  There has to be more to a relationship with God than being “born 
again” like Jesus said, thought the weathered Pharisee.  Surely a lifetime of piety 
is enough!  If I just keep doing better, stay above the riff raff and don’t sin, I’ll surely 
inherit the kingdom of God!   
 
But Jesus would have nothing of that “Do good and God will like me” thinking.   
 
“Nicodemus, look.”  said Jesus.  “Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again!’  You’re complicating the matter of grace, Nicodemus.  Think of grace 
like this:  Just as Moses lifted up the bronze serpent in the wilderness for everyone 
who was dying to look at and live, in the same way, anyone who looks to me will 
live forever.”   
 
But that’s too simple, Rabbi, thought Nicodemus.  Could the enormity of God’s 
grace really be distilled down to just… Jesus?!  The people sinned and God told 
Moses to make a bronze snake and anyone who looked at it lived.  And Jesus is 
saying… just… look to him?   
 
Don’t complicate the matter of grace, friends.  Look to Jesus and live.   
 
CLOSING PRAYER:  Your grace is sufficient for me, Jesus.  Amen. 
 
Pastor Brad Epperson 
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First Sunday in Lent, February 21, 2021 
 

CLEAN HEARTS VS. CLEAN DISHES 
 
READ:  Mark 7:3-8; Isaiah 29:13 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Lord, we pray for your wisdom to enter into the reading of 
this passage so that we can understand it better and follow you more.  Amen. 
  
MEDITATION:  What is the heart of God’s Word to us?  Ceremonies and traditions 
can be useful; for instance, some of the Jewish food laws brought health benefits.  
We are all certainly much more aware of cleanliness and health throughout the 
recent COVID pandemic.  Cleanliness has its place for sure, but we must not lose 
sight of God’s two greatest commandments to us.   
 
God tells us in Matthew 22: 36-40 that we are to love God with all our hearts and 
love our neighbors as ourselves.  He’s more interested in our hearts than in our 
habits.  A modern-day example would be letting our preferences for worship styles 
get in the way of true worship.   
 
Loving our neighbor doesn’t mean agreeing on everything, but it does require 
tolerance and respect.   
 
CLOSING THOUGHT:  How will “love your neighbor” look in your life this week? 
 
Jane Macpherson 
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THE CHARGE TO EACH OTHER 

 
 
 

Go out into the world in peace;  
 

have courage;  
 

hold on to what is good;  
 

return no one evil for evil;  
 

strengthen the fainthearted;  
 

support the weak, and help the suffering;  
 

honor all people;  
 

love and serve the Lord,  
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

 
From the Book of Common Worship 

 


