


Monday, March 8, 2021 
 

THE PROMSE COMES BY FAITH 
 
READ:  Romans 4:13-17; Genesis 17:5 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Father, help us to believe what you say.  Jesus, please 
author in us a deeper faith. (Hebrews 12:2)  Amen. 
 
MEDITATION:  In Genesis 12 God said to Abram, “I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great so that you will be a 
blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, 
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 
This statement follows God’s telling Abram to leave his country and relatives and 
go to a land he would show him.  Why did Abram do what God asked?  In Genesis 
15 the answer is in verse 6, “And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him 
as righteousness.”  Two things happened.  Abram believed and God counted his 
belief.  This statement is followed by a description of the enactment of a formal 
covenant between God and Abram. 
 
That brings us to Romans 4.  The history with Abraham is, he believed (faith) 
before he was circumcised, before Isaac was born signifying physical heirs, and 
way before the law was given (no works).  God promised him heirs like the dust of 
the ground.  The mystery is revealed in those verses at the beginning of Genesis 
12.  The promise of Abraham’s being a blessing and his descendants’ being a 
blessing refers to two things.  The physical offspring were to be holy and through 
them God incarnate would enter the world and ultimately go to the cross.  And all 
who believe in Jesus are heirs of Abraham’s faith.   
 
CLOSING THOUGHT:  Friends, Christ’s sacrifice on the cross was promised to 
Abraham and Abraham believed God. making him the father of all who believe. 
God attributes Christ’s righteousness to us outside the works of the law.  (Grace!)  
 
Shirley Larsen 
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Tuesday, March 9, 2021  
 

BEAR WITNESS 
 
READ:  John 8:13-18; Deuteronomy 19:15 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Father God, please allow my heart and mind to bring forth 
the understanding of your words into our lives, hearts, and souls.  Amen. 
 
MEDITATION:  The Old Testament, written by Moses and others, was to remind 
people of what God had done for them, and to redirect their lives.  People were 
instructed not to bear false witness; that there must be two to three witnesses 
against anyone accused of a crime.  In the Gospel of John, the Pharisees 
challenge Jesus in his bearing witness to himself.  They tell him his testimony is 
not valid, as he only has one witness.  Jesus tells them he knows who he is, where 
he came from, and where he is going, and the Father is his witness. 
 
Jesus says he doesn’t pass judgment on anyone, BUT if he does, it is true.  
Although the Pharisees refused to believe that Jesus was the Messiah, we who 
follow and believe in Jesus know that he was and is the Messiah, our Lord and 
Savior, and that he is the only true judge, and that God is his witness.  As followers 
of Christ, we should not judge others, bear false witness, or bring harm.  We should 
follow the laws of heaven.  Do not close any door in our path to follow Christ. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER:  Heavenly Father, as you guide me down my daily path to 
bear witness to your Son Jesus Christ, and to others I meet on this journey, help 
me to show love, kindness, understanding, and to do no harm I pray.  Amen. 
 
Tim Gary 
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Wednesday, March 10, 2021 
 

OUR PRIEST AND KING FOREVER 
 
READ:  Hebrews 5:1-10; Psalm 2, Psalm 110:4 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Dear Lord, we sing your praise as the King of Peace and 
High Priest.  May you govern our lives and help us to know your truth and your 
way.  Amen. 
 
MEDITATION:  The Hebrews letter is addressed to Jewish converts to Christianity 
who were tempted to revert back to Judaism.  They were familiar with the Old 
Testament and able to understand references to it.  These references portray 
Jesus as our High Priest and King.  The reference to Melchizedek intrigues me. 
He was a priest named in Genesis (the book of genealogies) without any mention 
of his birth, or death, or genealogy.  Unlike other priests he was the last of his 
lineage.  Melchizedek was called by God as the High Priest AND the King of 
Righteousness in Jerusalem during the days of Abraham.  Although obscure, 
Melchizedek had the dual honor of being High Priest and King.  That is the dual 
role of the Messiah, our Christ is both High Priest and King forever. 
 
The imperfect high priests of the old covenant offered symbolic sacrifices for 
atonement that satisfied God’s justice and demonstrated his mercy.  God accepted 
the offerings from these imperfect men because he knew Christ’s own perfect 
sacrifice would cover their sins.  
 
CLOSING PRAYER:  As the Hebrews, we too have doubting hearts.  The Bible 
reminds us of God’s greatest gift.  Thank you, God, for such an amazing grace that 
was extended to those who lived before and after Christ’s perfect sacrifice.  Amen. 
 
Sharon Scott 
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Thursday, March 11, 2021 
 

FREE FROM SIN 
 
READ:  Romans 6:19-23; Psalm 22:16-21 
 
OPENING PRAYER: Heavenly Father, I ask that the words of my heart and my 
mouth are the words that you have given me to share.  Amen. 
 
MEDITATION:  In Romans 6, we read that we are slaves to sin because of our 
human limitations, but in our finding and accepting of Jesus Christ, we become 
slaves of God. The things of our past that we are ashamed of only lead to death. 
Our righteousness in Christ leads now to eternal life.  In my home I have a saying 
posted nearly everywhere and it states:  You already have what it takes…so…let 
go of the shame…and take hold of the grace. 
 
In Psalm 22 David writes from great suffering to great joy, as he comes to believe 
that his God would rule over the entire earth.  He writes of being surrounded by 
dogs, pierced in his hands and feet, gloated over, and robbed of his clothes, which 
was the greatest indignity, to see a man naked. This Psalm foretells of Christ’s 
suffering but his saving of all who would believe. Just like in the Psalm, Christ asks 
his Father to take this cup from him, and yet but he does his Father’s will.  His 
righteousness leads to our eternal life if only we believe. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER:  Lord, I pray that you will help us to remember every day to 
put away our past and walk into your Holy grace.  Amen. 
 
Barbara Nichols 
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Friday, March 12, 2021 
 

REJOICING IN OUR SUFFERINGS 
 
READ:  Romans 5:1-8; Isaiah 53:4-7 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Father God, thank you for this day.  Thank you for the ways 
you love us and take care of us.  Thank you for dying for us, while we were still 
sinners.  You chose us and love us.  Use our sufferings, and help us to see how 
you are using our sufferings.  Amen. 
 
MEDITATION:  I don’t know about you, but when I first read this passage, I thought 
“rejoice in our sufferings?”  But God, don’t you know what we’ve been through?  
Don’t you know about the global pandemic?  Don’t you know about the civil unrest?  
Don’t you know about our black brothers and sisters who have been unjustly 
murdered?  Don’t you know about the friends and family we have lost?   
 
But of course, he knows.  Our crucified God certainly knows what it is like to suffer.  
Because as verse six says, Christ died for the ungodly.  He didn’t die for the people 
who have it all together.  He demonstrated his love by dying for us, while we were 
still sinners. 
 
When we are suffering, we can rejoice because we have a God who understands.  
Our “suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, 
hope.  And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into 
our hearts by the Holy Spirit.”  So, what are you finding hope in today?  How is 
God using your suffering to produce perseverance?  How is he using that 
perseverance to produce character?  And how is he using character to produce 
hope?  
 
CLOSING PRAYER:  Crucified God, help us to see how you are using our present 
suffering to produce in us perseverance, character, and hope.  Help us to see that 
we can rejoice in our suffering, even when it is hard, because it is drawing us closer 
to you.  Thank you for the gift of your Holy Spirit, that we are never alone, even 
when we are suffering to the point of breaking.  In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
Katie Davis 
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Saturday, March 13, 2021 
 

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
READ:  John 15:23-27; Psalms 35:19, 69:4 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Dear God, thank you for being the one constant in our lives 
during the very uncertain times.  Even when I did not know what the world would 
bring me and my family next, I knew that you would remain constant, for you have 
been there from the beginning.  Amen. 
 
MEDITATION:  In today’s society, it is so much easier to do what others find 
socially acceptable to get accolades on social media.  Being a follower of Christ 
can be, even in today’s day and age, a scary thing for many people.   
 
So many people find it difficult to believe in a God that they can’t physically see, 
touch, talk to, or hear. 
 
Because of our belief in God, we can be persecuted.  We can experience hatred 
from others.  Non-believers can be very hostile to those who are very passionate 
and authentic about their love of God. 
 
But don’t worry about that hatred!  God reminds us daily that this hatred is because 
of the sin and the rejection that the unbelievers feel. 
 
Christians are never too good to serve others.  We are also never too good to 
suffer like Christ did for us.  So, by enduring the hatred that others may feel toward 
us for being believers, we see it as a way for us to strengthen our faith. 
 
Today, I pray God’s love will shine through me to those whom I meet. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER:  Thank you, God, for being a constant in my life when the 
world around me has been so uncertain at times.  I pray that those who have yet 
to know you will soon know you and your love.  Amen. 
 
Katie Aguilar 
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Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 14, 2021 
 

YOU’RE ON GOD’S TEAM 
 
READ:  Romans 8:31-39; Psalm 44:22-26 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Heavenly Father, thank you for Jesus, for his everlasting 
love, and for his sacrifice that secured a place in heaven for us.  As we reflect on 
your word, help us to open our hearts and minds to the reality of your love for us – 
a love that is unconditional, pure, and everlasting.  Amen. 
 
MEDITATION:  We all remember our days on the playground, and whether we 
were playing a game of red rover, kickball, or tag we can all empathize with the 
precarious nature of picking teams. Now, if you were like me, you were picked 
toward the end. And it was always a little awkward. I didn’t necessarily think my 
friends were against me.  
 
This analogy holds true in adulthood.  Maybe you are struggling with a project at 
work and your team seems frustrated.  Or maybe marriage or parenting isn’t 
working out the way you thought it would.  We all face challenges that can easily 
set us back and get us down.  
 
But this passage reminds us that because of Jesus and his sacrifice, we are all 
members of the greatest team there is – God’s team.  There is no set back, 
mistake, or disappointment that makes it impossible for us to be loved and 
accepted by Jesus.  Never forget he picked you first, and you are exactly the 
person he needs on his team.  He needs the believer, but he needs the skeptic 
too.  He needs the parents who are struggling, and the ones who have it all 
together (if that even exists).  He needs you and is for you – always.   
 
CLOSING PRAYER:  Heavenly Father, we are so grateful for the truly 
unconditional love you have for us.  No matter our missteps or mistakes, you are 
for us. And because you are for us, no one can be against us.  Help us to keep 
this truth at the forefront of our thoughts as we work to strengthen our faith and 
lead others to your kingdom.  Amen. 
 
Nichole Zuger-Cheney 
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THE CHARGE TO EACH OTHER 

 
 
 

Go out into the world in peace;  
 

have courage;  
 

hold on to what is good;  
 

return no one evil for evil;  
 

strengthen the fainthearted;  
 

support the weak, and help the suffering;  
 

honor all people;  
 

love and serve the Lord,  
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

 
From the Book of Common Worship 

 


