


Monday, March 15, 2021 
 

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT COMES BY FAITH 
 
READ:  Romans 10:5-13; Leviticus 18:5, Isaiah 28:16, Joel 2:32 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Thank you, Father, that the Righteousness by which I stand 
before you is all of Jesus’ doing and none of mine, for I would be in a sorry state if 
it depended on me.   Amen. 
 
MEDITATION:  The daughter of a dear friend was, already at age two, a very 
independent AND self-reliant young lady.  When facing such tasks as tying her 
shoes, if her Mom asked if she needed help, she would reply, “my do it myself!”  
While I applaud her determination, AND I share in her desire for self-actualization, 
there are some things that we cannot do for ourselves.  We can’t save ourselves 
– only Jesus can do that.   
 
When we strive to commend ourselves to God, we place ourselves firmly under 
the grip of God’s Law of Perfect Love, a law we are powerless to keep.  When we 
rely on the righteousness of Christ, we place ourselves firmly in the grip of the 
Perfect Lover of the Law – the only One who can keep it.   
 
The Gospel is Good News because it frees us from relying on ourselves for that 
which we could never do:  “God made him who knew no sin to become sin for our 
sake, so that, in him, we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 
5:21).  Jesus IS the Living Word – God’s Perfect Law of Love.  Let the Word of 
Christ dwell richly within you! 
 
CLOSING PRAYER:  Thank you, Jesus, that I can stand in the Righteousness that 
is yours alone.  For this do I kneel before you as Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Bill Ward 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-28- 



Tuesday, March 16, 2021 
 

THE BEATITUDES 
 
READ:  Matthew 5:38-48; Exodus 21:24, Leviticus 19:18 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Jesus, my Lord and Savior.  Thank you for this wonderful day.  
Forgive me for my sins.  You have blessed me always.  Please bless those less 
fortunate.  In your name I pray.  Amen. 
 
MEDITATION:  Jesus is speaking to those who have never heard his words.  
Many of these teachings are simply telling us the difference between right and 
wrong.   
 
The following passage, Matthew 5:46-47, is very meaningful to me, because 
it tells me that I can be loving and still miss the mark:  “If you love those who 
love you, what reward will you get?  Are not even the tax collectors doing 
that?   And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than 
others?  Do not even pagans do that?” 
 
CLOSING PRAYER:  Jesus, you are the living Word, always just, righteous, loving, 
and, forgiving forever.  May I always be mindful and loving to all.  Amen. 
 
David Byrd 
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Wednesday, March 17, 2021 
 

GOD’s TOUGH LOVE 
 
READ:  Romans 11:22-27; Isaiah 59:20-21, Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Lord, may we not take for granted your blessing of salvation 
through your Son, Jesus Christ.  Keep us strong in our faith and help us to live in 
such a way that others will be drawn to you, knowing your mercy, goodness, and 
grace.  Amen! 
 
MEDITATION:  Paul is warning the gentiles against PRIDE. He is reminding them 
that their present place of privilege was due to God’s GOODNESS, while Israel’s 
being “broken off” was a manifestation of his uncompromising SEVERITY.  But if 
they failed to appreciate God’s goodness toward them (by rejecting his Word as 
Israel had done), they too would be cut off!  
 
Just as parents’ love for their children is unconditional, sometimes “tough love” is 
needed to bring about changes in behavior.  It doesn’t mean that we don’t love 
them anymore or that they will never again be in our favor.  Unless you have an 
only child, siblings are watching and (hopefully) learning from the experience and 
have been put “on notice” that they are not immune to the same actions.  Once 
behaviors are corrected, peace, acceptance, and unity resume...until the next time. 
 
In the same way, God has demonstrated that with the acceptance of Jesus Christ 
as our Savior, he is more than willing to “graft in” that which has been “cut out”, 
thus making the olive tree (or family) whole once again! 
 
CLOSING THOUGHT:  In the end, God will show mercy to all Jews and gentiles 
who come to him through faith in Christ for the forgiveness of their sins. 
 
Lisa Semon 
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Thursday, March 18, 2021 
 

JESUS AND THE NEW COVENANT 
 

READ:  Hebrews 8:1-13; Exodus 25:40, Jeremiah 31:31-34 
   
OPENING PRAYER:  Dear God, please forgive me for my sin and lead me to do 
your will in thought, word, and deed.  Amen. 
 
MEDITATION:  In Exodus 24 and 25, Moses told the people the Lord’s words and 
laws.  They responded, “Everything the Lord has said we will do.”   The Lord gave 
detailed instructions for building the Tabernacle and furnishings and said,  “See 
that you make them according to the pattern.”  The Tabernacle was a shadow 
version of heaven, where the Lord was to dwell among the people.  
 
In Hebrews the people broke the old covenant, so the Lord promised a new 
covenant of grace.  Burnt offerings, circumcision, and the sacrifice of animals were 
no longer required after 70 A.D.  In the new covenant, Christ suffered and gave 
the ultimate sacrifice of his blood on the cross to completely pay the debt of our 
sin.  We ask for forgiveness of our sin and our sin will be remembered no more.  
Jesus has done all that can be done to accomplish our redemption.  He is the high 
priest who ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God.  We give thanks 
with the ritual of communion. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER:  Dear God, thank you for sending your only Son, Jesus 
Christ, to show us how to live life with abundance, and to die on the cross so that 
we may be forgiven for our sins.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen. 
 
Gayle West 
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Friday, March 19, 2021 
 

ZEAL FOR GOD ALONE 
 
READ:  John 2:13-19; Psalm 69:9 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Lord, in these times of massive trials please give me the 
ability to be quiet with you and respond to your spirit.  Amen. 
 
MEDITATION:  In normal times we are met daily with new obstacles to take our 
eyes off of God.  This year has brought unprecedented challenges.  Our church 
should be a place of comfort and faith, not a place to be bombarded by people 
selling CD’s, books and trinkets taking away from God’s quiet presence.  There 
are some churches still today that are famous for that.  Not The Little Church on 
the Prairie.   
 
Even though we have been unable to worship physically, the spirit lives in the 
messages we receive via the Internet and the many calls, cards, e-mails, and 
Facebook posts we receive daily.  God works in mysterious ways and in some 
respects, I have more contact with more content than I did before.  Still, we miss 
our precious church and church family.  We are there in our hearts and look forward 
to worshiping in person again.  Thank God for the ability to see and hear our 
pastors share God’s word via the Internet.   
 
CLOSING PRAYER:  Lord open our hearts and minds to be able to discern those 
things that cause us to take our eyes off of you.  You alone are the earthly focus 
of our faith and lives and the hope of our eternal life.  Amen. 
 
Bridget Upton 
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Saturday, March 20, 2021 
 

GOD’s SACRED TEMPLE 
 
READ:  Luke 19:41-46; Isaiah 56:7, Jeremiah 7:11  
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Dear God, please help me to recognize where I may be 
hiding my sins of commission and omission behind church attendance or ritual so 
that I may confess them and your light may shine through me ever brighter.  Amen. 
 
MEDITATION:  In Luke we read of Jesus’ sadness over God’s people once again 
letting their love for God grow cold, letting his house harbor unfair business 
practices and cold, unfeeling hearts.  Jesus knew while their attention was toward 
worldly pursuits and personal success, the future destruction of the temple and 
persecution would catch them by surprise.  Jesus was fully aware this was not the 
first time this had happened.   
 
In Isaiah, we read of the wonderful plan God had for his new temple to be a place 
of worship for all people, including gentiles and socially marginalized “eunuchs”.  
During this same time, God had given his people great victories in war.  Later, 
Jeremiah wrote that the people came to misconstrue these great blessings to 
mean God’s people were entitled and invincible.  People behaved as if temple 
attendance solidified their privileged status and excused their ever-growing sins, 
including shunning and abuse of “aliens, the fatherless, and widows”.   
 
Seeing the cycle of blessing, then complacency, then selfishness, then destruction, 
repeated AGAIN, Jesus was both terribly saddened and righteously angry.  Yet he 
still went through with sacrificing his own life to pay for those sins, and for the sins 
of those of us yet to come.  A love that would give the ultimate sacrifice for people 
who so easily turn away and fail to operate out of love themselves, is 
incomprehensible.   
 
CLOSING PRAYER:  Dear God, we are so blessed that you in your magnificence 
would love us.  May we never take it for granted, nor fail to share it with others who 
are crying out to be so loved.  Amen. 
 
Jennifer Stafford 
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Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 21, 2021 
 

THE THINGS OF THE SPIRIT 
 
READ:  Romans 8:1-11; Isaiah 57:15-19 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Dear Lord, may we open our hearts more to people who 
come from other countries and welcome new neighbors, too.  Amen. 
   
MEDITATION:  When I lived in Japan, only one percent of the Japanese were 
Christians, but the Japanese enjoy Christian schools and Gospel songs.  When 
Japan had been in isolation for 250 years, there were young samurai who wanted 
to understand new technology and learn English.  One of these, Niijima Jo, found 
a Chinese Bible and was interested in it.  He went to the northern island where 
steam ships sailed to America for trade.  The American captain of one of these 
ships was delighted that Niijima gave him his long sword to pay his way.  He also 
traded his small sword for an English language Bible. 
 
In 1865, the ship landed in Boston.  The Captain introduced Niijima to the owners 
of the ship, Mr. and Mrs. Hardy.  They found out that he wanted to know about God 
and learn English.  Surprisingly, Mr. and Mrs. Hardy promised to pay for his 
education.  Niijima hoped to become a pastor, so after graduation from college, he 
studied in a seminary to become a pastor.  Both the captain and the Hardys were 
so spiritual to help Niijima again by paying for that education as well.   
 
Back in Japan, Pastor Niijima met Yamamoto Yae and they married.  Then they 
built a Christian University, Doshisha University in 1888.  Next, they inspired three 
young women to build a Christian school for women in 1900.  
 
CLOSING PRAYER:  Thank you, Lord, for loving me.  There is nothing better than 
you. I’m so glad for our pastors and other people at The Little Church and 
Lakewood Grace.  Amen. 
 
Carmen Sterba 
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THE CHARGE TO EACH OTHER 

 
 
 

Go out into the world in peace;  
 

have courage;  
 

hold on to what is good;  
 

return no one evil for evil;  
 

strengthen the fainthearted;  
 

support the weak, and help the suffering;  
 

honor all people;  
 

love and serve the Lord,  
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

 
From the Book of Common Worship 

 


